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The Washington State Association of Fire Marshals is an organization comprised of seven
divisions working on: National Codes, State Codes, Legislative Issues, Professional
Development, Communications, Fire Prevention Institute, and Fire Investigation.
Membership in the Washington State Association of Fire Marshals is open to individuals
in four categories: Governmental, Associate, Educational and Retired. There are many
benefits to membership for individuals in all categories.

WSAFM Vision and Mission Statement
Vision
To be a recognized leader and partner in fire prevention and community risk reduction.

Mission Statement
To provide leadership and professional development opportunities for our members and
associates through communication, education, legislation and code development.

WSAFM President’s Report – Jon Dunaway
Normally, summer is a quiet time for the Association. This year has been an exception.
Here are some of the activities that we have been working on:
The WSAFM Board is pleased to announce our newest Board Member Bellevue Fire
Marshal Ken Carlson. Ken was appointed in a unanimous vote of the Board in June to fill a
vacant position. He has worked with the codes as an AHJ since 1984 and has been both a
Building Official and / or Fire Marshal since 1998. He brings a great deal of experience and
education to the Board and we are very fortunate to have him participate.
As a result of meetings between WSAFM, WFC, and the fireworks industry, on May 5 th
WSAFM members participated in a training session hosted by Jakes Fireworks. Jakes
provided a tour of their fireworks warehouse in Winlock, showing attendees the building
and fire protection features associated with fireworks warehousing. This was followed by a
question and answer session during a fireworks stand inspection where attendees had the
opportunity to walk through a retails sales facility to find code violations and identify
examples of illegal fireworks. The day culminated in a presentation by Chief Deputy State
Fire Marshal Dan Johnson and the Washington State Fire Marshal’s Office on the laws
regarding fireworks in our state. Thanks to Jake’s Fireworks, the State Fire Marshal’s
Office, and Lewis County Fire District #15.
On June 3rd, I travelled to Boston to participate in the 2017 International Fire Marshals
Association (IFMA) Chapter Presidents Meeting. 34 states and organizations as well as
Canada attended. During the meeting, we discussed items such as: how IFMA can provide
assistance to the Chapters in training, legislative, and technical support; each Chapter
provided a report to the attendees about what is happening in our respective areas; and
IFMA outlined code issues in which they are involved.
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On July 20, several WSAFM Board members attended a
meeting with the International Code Council’s Chief
Executive Officer Dominic Sims and Board President
Dwayne Garriss (see attached photo). Also present
were the two other state-wide chapters of ICC; the
Washington Association of Building Officials (WABO)
and the Washington State Association of Permit
Technicians (WSAPT).
Approximately 30 people
attended and it was a great opportunity to ask
questions of the ICC leadership and make them aware
of some things that we’d like to see improved. Among
the items discussed was the Preferred Provider Program and ideas to make it better, reciprocity of state
certifications where the ICC testing is not used (such as in Oregon), and the code cycle process and making the
timing better to allow for state and national participation. After the meeting, approximately 20 people toured a
Lincoln Square in downtown Bellevue, a construction site of 1.5 million square feet including a 41 story high rise
mixed use building, restaurants, and a luxury movie theater. Thanks to ICC for this opportunity and to Kraig
Stevenson and the Bellevue Building Department for arranging it.

The 2017 Fire Prevention Institute is set for October 23 rd through 27th at Campbell’s Resort in Lake Chelan.
WSAFM, along with our partners at the Washington State Fire Marshal’s Office, Washington Public Fire Educators,
and the Washington Chapter of IAAI, has planned a great educational opportunity including fire prevention, public
education, and fire investigation tracks for the week. Go to www.wsafm.com and look at the Upcoming Events list
on the right side of the web page to read about all of the available session and to register. Be sure to register
soon, as the rooms at the resort are filling quickly.
Fire season is upon us. With the high moisture and strong growth earlier this year, the chance for large fires is
significant with the higher temperatures that we are experiencing across the State. Be sure to be vigilant for
potential hazards and let’s see if we can reduce the impact from wildfire in the State.
We hope that you are having a great summer. If you have any questions, please contact me or one of the Board
members.

Educational Opportunities – Tom Maloney
As we move ahead with summer, we should think about the fall and the additional educational
opportunities that your Association has to offer. Over the past year we have been working hard to bring
you opportunities for professional development but was have also finalized plans for you to host your
programs and receive continuing education credit. Through our Preferred Provider Application, WASFM
will submit your program for review through ICC. If ICC approves your request you will be able to issue
ICC credit for your CEU’s. This application can be found on the web site with the directions for obtaining
ICC credit.
We are hosting some classes in the Puget Sound this fall starting with a basic inspection class that will
start on September 11, in the Kent area. The registration has already been posted. In addition, we will
be holding another ICC Instructor delivered class in the fall in Puget Sound.
The 2017 Fire Prevention Institute (FPI) will be held from October 23rd, through the morning of
October 27th in Chelan, Washington at Campbell’s Resort. This year’s longer format shall provide
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more technical programs for the attendees. The morning of the 27 th is scheduled to be a breakfast
with a round-table discussion of current issues and items that affect our members. Be sure to
register early as this event has become a highlight for the Association with registrations and hotel
rooms filling quickly.

Code Corner –

Traci Harvey, P.E., Spokane Valley Fire Department – SBCC Fire Service

Representative
Code year 2017 continues to be more active than would be expected outside a code adoption year.
Many projects started in 2016 have been finalized and adopted, with some new issues coming to light.
1. On May 23rd the SBCC council voted unanimously to adopt the following emergency rules while
permanent rule making is underway. Copies of the officially posted revised language at be found on the
SBCC website.
a. IFC/IFC section 907.2.3 regarding voice/alarm requirements for Group E occupancies now
contains 2 equally valid code options for system design. Option 1 is the standard design. Option 2 is a
codified alternative method providing for the use of alternative technologies as long as the listed
minimum design requirements are met.
b. IFC/IBC section 907.2.6.4 regarding voice/alarm requirements for Group I-4 occupancies will
revert back to the originally adopted 2015 WAC language.
c. The effective date for NICET certifications is July 1, 2018.
2. A WAC related to DOH licensed facilities has become a topic of many discussions. The SBCC has
been directed by various legislative representatives to take action to address the issue. Ad hoc
committee was formed but no formal action has moved forward. A code proposal was presented but
was not moved forward due to concerns about the impact on other code sections, more review is
needed. Discussion about just deleting the IBC WAC that required all DOH licensed facilities to be
classified as Group I-1 Condition 2 was discussed (note: this amendment does not exist in the occupancy
classification section of the IFC). More discussion will occur at the September meeting in Spokane Valley.
3. The 2018 IFC will be available in mid-September. The TAG meetings will start soon after. There
are still a few TAG openings so if you are interested go to the SBCC website and apply.
a. For those of you who are not “official” TAG members your voice and knowledge are important.
All interested parties are invited to participate.
b. Code change proposal forms are available on the website.
c. Code change proposals, along with any public testimony, are to be submitted through the
website.
The code process becomes a better process and results in a better code for Washington State the more
involvement we have from both the fire service and other impacted groups so we invite you to
participate and challenge you to bring a guest.

Be sure to download and
print the ICC published
errata on a regular basis
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The Inspector’s Manual – Dave Kokot
You would think that inspections would be quick and
easy. The designer has thoroughly reviewed the
conditions and has taken them into account when he
has prepared his shop drawings. Those same
drawings have been reviewed by the authority having
jurisdiction, and must be correct (and to code) or a
permit would not have been issued. That is how it
works, right?
Not necessarily.
Sometimes, there are field
conditions that do not allow the installer to follow
the design. What is important is what the contractor
does to correct the issue. That is when the inspector
can be challenged. Does the contractor make a fix, or
do they move on and hope that an inspection does
not identify that there is an issue with the installation.
Example – The picture of the fire sprinklers in the attic shows that the sprinklers were installed per the plans. Each
head was meticulously located, even if there was even some minor carpentry work needed to be sure that the
head location would meet the plans. The result is that the nail to the right of the head will be protected quite well,
but the proximity of the structure around the head will result in an obstructed fire sprinkler. But, it matches the
plans!
This particular head was located in an attic with limited access. As can happen with inspections, the Inspector
found a few issues with the placement of the sprinklers in relation to the structure and felt that additional
inspection was necessary. This inspector had to crawl into the attic and was able to find this particular situation.
Now, it is not the policy for most jurisdictions to make sure each individual sprinkler head is going to work as
designed, but it is important to inspect so that there is confidence that the system will operate as intended. Cover
inspections (checking the piping before it is covered by drywall or some other cover), are important to get a
problem fixed sooner than later.
Sometimes, situations happen due to schedule push or budget concerns. In any case, inspections are necessary to
be sure that the installation follows the plans, but is also in compliance with the code.
The sprinkler was relocated, and the structural member was repaired. Let us say that it was not easy.
If you have an interesting photo or story regarding inspections, please be sure to share it with us.

Fire Marshal’s Log
We are looking for someone who would like to contribute to this section. Articles can be on information about
administering employees, handling grants, etc. that are normally handled at the level of the Fire Marshal. This can
be items such as dealing with a difficult business owner, addressing Councils or Committees, personnel issues, and
many other situations. If you are interested, please email President Jon Dunaway at Jon.dunaway@clark.wa.gov.
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Plan Review Comments – Dave Kokot
It seems that there is one question that comes up constantly – “Do I need to submit plans to get a permit?”
Although there are some jurisdictions that have exceptions, the answer should be an overwhelming “Yes”. Plans
are the method used by the applicant to communicate with the reviewing authority what they will be doing to
comply with the code and the construction documents. The plans should be to scale upon suitable material.
Suitable material is not defined in the code, but it can be taken as “not on paper towels, napkins, toilet paper or
other similar products”. With the advent and adoption of electronic media, many jurisdictions now accept plans by
email or flash drive (anyone recall floppy disks?).
The code states that plans need to be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature, and extent of the work.
This means that the plans need to be able to be read without using a telescope to see the node numbers or the
pipe sizes (electronic plans help with this). Even with that stated, it is always good to have a nice magnifying glass
on hand for reviewing paper plans (see above for unacceptable paper types, however).
The code further states that the plans will be provided with sufficient detail so that it conforms with the provision
of codes, laws, ordinances, regulations, and regulations as determined by the Fire Code Official. That does not
mean that every code that affects the plans needs to be shown or indicated on the plans, but the main codes
should be referenced to help facilitate the review. In general, the plans need to be clear enough that the
inspector using them for inspections should be able to clearly read and follow along.
Although the trend is to go away from a paper copy, there should always be plans provided to get a permit.
Have to go - someone is up at the counter asking if plans are needed for a permit.

Resources
There are a number of resources available at little to no cost to AHJs as well as to the general public.
ICC has the current (and some historical) codes available online. There are limitations to what you can do with the
codes, but they serve as a good location for reference. These are located at:
https://codes.iccsafe.org/public/collections/I-Codes
In addition, the State Building Code Council provides printable insert pages for the ICC Codes of the Washington
State Amendments. These can be located at:
https://fortress.wa.gov/ga/apps/sbcc/Page.aspx?nid=14
Do you have a question on the code, or just want to be sure you have a consistent interpretation? We will be
providing contacts of several members who participate in the National and State development of the Codes who
can provide the information you need to make an informed code decision.

Member Opportunities
WSAFM is always looking for volunteers to assist in the operations of the Association. When we have openings on
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Committees, Board Positions, or other opportunities, we will include that information in the newsletter.
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